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and to throw them off their guard, by causing them to
suppose him indifferently supported.
The departure of the French did not take place with-
out much discussion being provoked, and rumour
making extremely busy, whilst it was generally as-
sumed that their absence would retard the Sinigaglia
conquest. Nevertheless, the Duke calmly pursued his
preparations, and proceeded now to send forward
his artillery. There was no real ground upon which
to assume that he would adopt any other course.
Cesare was now in considerable strength, apart from
French lances, and even as these left him he was
joined by a thousand Swiss, and another six hundred
Romagnuoli from the Val di Lamone. Moreover, as
far as the reduction of Sinigaglia was concerned, no
resistance was to be expected, for Cardinal Giuliano
della Rovere had written enjoining the people to
surrender peacefully to the Duke.
What matters Cesare may have found in Cesena to
justify the arrest of his Governor-General, we do not
know to the full with absolute certainty. On De-
cember 22d Ramiro de Lorqua, coming from Pesaro
in response to his master's summons, was arrested on
his arrival and flung into prison. His examination
was to follow.
Macchiavelli, reporting the arrest, says: "It is
thought he [Cesare] may sacrifice him to the people^
who have a very great desire of it."
Ramiro had made himself detested in Romagna by
the ruthlessness of his rule, and a ruthless servant re-
flects upon his master, a matter which could nowise
suit Borgia. To all who have read "The Prince" it